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Overview: You are here by choice.  You are here for simple reasons such as passion for language and complex reasons such as personal expression.  What is most important is that you are here.  In Creative Writing: Fiction 1, you will be given the opportunity to develop and perfect your own process of shaping language to create fiction and non-fiction. You will compose original free-writes, short stories, memoir, children’s books, screen-writings, etc.  This course will operate differently than what you have grown accustomed to.  Beyond anything, enjoy yourself and push to become a better writer.
Units of Work: Subject to Change at the Instructor’s Discretion:
Unit 1: Writing 101
Unit 2: The Story: Structure, Micro-Fiction, Short
Unit 3: The Children’s Book

Unit 4: Medley: Contests, Presentations, Marathons
Unit 5: The Memoir
Grading:  

Before we look at what we are going to do, it is important to look at how we will go about doing it.  This semester there will be a series of assignments (overnight writes, short fiction, collaborative writings, presentation, review, etc.) that will be graded on a traditional scale, and all grades will be rounded (89.445%=90%).  Inability to submit work on the assigned due date will result in a ZERO.  No late work will be accepted.  The creative process is about creating work, not excusing it away.  Email is an option.  

Peer Review:

Throughout the semester you will critique the work of those writers around you.  Peer evaluation is a great benefit to both the reader and the writer.  In this class we will be critical, but constructive nonetheless.  Make the most of this opportunity, as it is not every day that you are in a class with as many students that share a like-minded interest. We will adopt the Bless/Press/Address model of soliciting feedback… this model will be explained and utilized throughout the semester.
Class Conduct: 
There will be no profanity or derogatory language accepted in this classroom, any violation will result in an immediate detention.  Your written expression should be appropriate and considerate of the fact that this is an educational environment.  That being said, consult the instructor when you question the appropriateness of your content.  This is not censorship… it’s consideration.
Cellular phones are not to be used in the classroom, overt possession of will result in confiscation.  That is to say, if your cell phone is used or operates during the class period it will be taken for the remainder of the day.  No exceptions.  It’s rude.
Resource(s): http://englishmoon.weebly.com 
Email: tmooney@northallegheny.org
Office Hours:  7:00 am & 2:20 pm.  Room 223 

