Extended Analogy: 
Purpose: To explain an Abstract Concept (Unknown) by employing a Common Device (Known).  The connection between the abstract concept and the device is explored by comparing elements of the concept with features of the device.

Keys: Extended Analogy, Divergent Thinking, Parallelism in Paragraph Structure(s), Rhetorical Devices.
Example: Friendship is like a Bank Account.
In the example, friendship is the abstract concept; it’s hard to define, has countless elements, and defies logic.  For the analogy, I’m only going to select a few elements of friendship (3-4) and focus on only those selected elements.  For instance, I might only focus on ‘giving’ to a friendship, ‘taking’ in a friendship, and the ‘value of long-term’ friendships.  I could pick other elements, but I’m going to simply focus on these few.  I’ll write about the elements for my audience. 
Introduction:

· Begin with the abstract concept, that which is essentially unknown.  Once this concept is defined for the audience, introduce the device, that which is known, being used in the analogy.  The introduction simply identifies the relationship between the concept and the device used in the extended analogy.  The introduction should not begin to explore the analogy, but merely introduce the overall purpose of the essay.

Body Paragraph 1: (Life, Love, Friendship, etc.)
· The first body paragraph states the abstract concept and defines the components or elements of the concept that will be analyzed in the analogy.  The first body paragraph is, in essence, taking a wide, abstract concept and defining, for the audience, what will be explored and explained.  The abstract concept typically has many elements, select only a few.  The analogy does not begin in the first body paragraph nor is the device stated in the first body paragraph.
Body Paragraph 2: (Garden, Hot Air Balloon Ride, Bank Account, etc.)
· The second body paragraph states the device that will be used in the extended analogy and how or why the device connects to the abstract concept.  The paragraph then begins to explore the analogy between the concept (unknown) and the device (known) being used.  The second body paragraph should state the connection between the element of the concept and the feature of the device.  Furthermore, the connection should be explained beyond simply stating the connection exists.  Show and Tell.  The second body paragraph explores the analogy, and it follows the same order as stated in the first body paragraph (parallelism).

Conclusion:

· The conclusion simply restates the purpose of the analogy and testifies as to how the concept and device connect.  The conclusion is merely an overall recount of the purpose and states the effectiveness of the analogy.

Focus Areas: Clearly defined, original analogy with multiple connections (at least three), clearly explained connections, paragraphs establishing parallelism, two rhetorical devices (not including simile), proper mechanics.

