AE4: Literary Criticism: Common Types of Literary Criticism

While there are a variety of critical approaches to a piece of literature, the following are a few of the most used. Literary criticism, in general, is a specific way of interpreting and analyzing a piece of literature.

· Historical Criticism is concerned with the effects of a writer’s historical
background, such as race, place, and time upon the literary work. How does the

author’s historical setting influence the piece? This biographical approach can offer new insights into setting and characterization.
· Formalism takes place when a careful, thoughtful, and well informed

reader judges the merit and effectiveness of a work as a whole. The focus is on the work itself and its creative components and how they work together. This form of criticism focuses on the evidence and effectiveness of literary techniques, structure, and style.

· Psychoanalytic Criticism is most often evaluating the psychological

position of the author or character of a work to give meaning to or deeper insight

into a work of literature. Taking into account the actions of the character(s), is there an explanation, psychologically, to justify their disposition?
· Feminist Critique seeks to correct a perceived imbalance between power

given to males in society as opposed to power given to the female members

of society. This type of criticism might point out how a perceived weakness of a

female character might actually not be a weakness but a different type of

powerful action than is typical of a male character. Or, this type of criticism might

point out how the organization of society and what the culture teaches

subconsciously perpetuates male domination of society and the women in this

society.

· SocioPolitical Criticism is close to historical criticism, but it looks at the
social situation of the author. This type of criticism brings to the forefront an awareness of society’s destitute and oppressed. This type of

criticism often shapes our attitudes toward a literary work of merit and whether or

not we embrace it completely.
